PUBLIC MEETING 
JUNE 17, 2008

QUESTIONS/ANSWERS 
AND

CONCERNS
1. What factors are affecting declining enrolment and what ways are there to increase enrolment?

· Aging of the community, people whose children are no longer at school have remained in the community so the number of young families moving in is small

· People moving in either have no children or their children are going to the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board or private school

· Infill development is the only way in this area to increase the number families in the area, this typically involves increased densities with townhomes or apartments

2. The Lakeview Legacy Project.  There will be an increase in the population how is the Board accounting for this?

· City Council has received the information only for staff to look at

· The City is currently reviewing its District Policies for this area and will be taking this proposal into consideration

· The Ontario Power Authority has not decided what it is going to do with the Lakeview Generating Station lands

· There is the issue of contamination

· The lands are privately held

· The lands are zoned industrial and would need to be rezoned

3. French Immersion is affecting all schools in this area with students going to Mineola PS as soon as they can.  Will there be an French Immersion program in this area?

· Need to look at the number of students taking French Immersion in this area and see if there is enough for a viable program

4. Mineola PS is part of the community and should have been brought in to this review.
5. Do the 2 Boards talk to each other as the decisions each Board makes will affect each other?
· The 2 Boards do talk to one another, the DPCDSB's ARC for this area has completed its report and made its recommendations.  The report is available on their web site.  Staff will be working on their report with their Board making its decision in December.

6. There are empty classrooms in these schools and Regional Programs could fill them, are there thoughts of putting programs in these schools?

· Schools initiate Regional Programs, it is a grass roots movement, the Board does not decide which schools will have what Regional program

7. This discussion is focussing on closing schools, the main issues should be what do students in these schools need.
· The focus is on students and the opportunities for this area

· We are involving the community in this decision

· The ARC has looked at resources and programming

8. Why can't the Board and DPCDSB share a school?
· The Board has done this once in Brampton, but we only share a building everything else is separate so there are no real cost savings

9. Does the ARC have criteria that defines what is best for students?
· The ARC has done a visioning exercise

· School Councils have done their own visioning exercises as well

· ARC members have toured a newer school (K-5) and a Middle School and evaluated the pros and cons if each
10. New families are moving in to the area, has this been taken into account in the enrolment projections?
· Yes these are included

· Look at historical trends in the community, new development and census information

11. Would the people who live in the Sherway area go to a French Immersion program in this area or continue to go to Corsair?
· Can not answer that question at this time

· Would have to look at boundaries

12. There may be all day kindergarten has this been taken into consideration?
· It will be taken into account when developing scenarios

· It does not increase the number of students, they are here for a full day instead of half a day

13. Has there been a high turnover of staff at other schools like at Lyndwood?
· Movement is restricted in this area as there is less opportunity at neighbouring schools

· So there is more stability

14. Need to maintain the Readiness Centres and small class sizes are good.
· It is on the radar, committed to maintain and support these programs

· Still obligated to Ministry standards and that will not change regardless of the outcome

· Ministry requirements can be easily met due to availability of accommodations 

15. Fuel costs continue to rise and people are moving back to the city for shorter commutes.  If bussing is going to happen a number of families will chose to bus their children to Mineola PS instead of the new school.  One big school with all the facilities is needed to attract students.
16. What would students get with a larger school?
· Can not answer that yet, need to complete scenarios first

· Will discuss the pros and cons of each scenario at future meetings

· Must look at the budget as well, must be financially responsible

17. Try to keep bussing to a minimum, look at maximising students walking to school.
· This is part of the scenario discussions

· No money in the budget for this, need to find funding to provide the solution the Board decides on

· Student safety is a prime concern of the Board

18. Community hubs need to be maintained.
19. What happens to Regional Programs, particularly the Special Education program at Lyndwood?
· The Special Education program at Lyndwood PS has not been ruled out in this process, it is part of the community and has an equal input into the process

· Schools need to work together

· The ARC does not have the authority to place Special Education in a school

20. Will Mineola PS be included in the ARC.

· No, the Review Area has already been determined and no schools can be added in once the decision has been made

20. What are parents worst fear when it comes to this issue

· Some schools have done a survey to get feedback from parents asking them their opinions on issues ranging from special programs, distance to location

21. School Councils completed a survey in the Fall, what happened to that

· Those responses were incorporated into the School Valuation Framework
