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Pandemic Preparedness Plan Fact Sheet

Peel board pandemic plan focuses on keeping students, staff safe

______________________________________________________________________________

What is a pandemic?

A pandemic is any infectious disease that spreads quickly. A likely form of pandemic might be influenza—pandemic flu is a new highly infectious viral respiratory illness that occurs when a new strain of the flu virus appears and spreads quickly. Humans will have little or no immunity to this new virus. 

When will the pandemic happen?

Experts can't predict when the next pandemic might occur, but historically they happen three to four times every 100 years. The World Health Organization, and federal, provincial and local health authorities have begun pandemic preparedness planning.

How many people will be affected?

Experts say that it's possible that 40 to 60 per cent of staff will be absent from work at some point during the pandemic. Significant absenteeism may contribute to the cancellation of services provided by the Peel board. 

What is the Peel board's pandemic plan?

The Peel board is well prepared for a pandemic. During the 2005-06 school year, the board developed a pandemic preparedness plan for its schools and worksites. In developing the plan, the board worked closely with Peel Health and the ministries of education and health, as well as its own staff federations and unions.

If a case of pandemic is confirmed in Ontario, the Peel board will activate its pandemic plan.
During a pandemic, the board will follow the advice and guidance of provincial and local public health officials who have the expertise to assess the level of health risk posed by a specific situation.

Our priority during a pandemic is to keep schools open as long as it is safe to do so or unless otherwise advised by Ontario public health authorities. If the health and safety of staff and students become concerns, the board will consider school and site closures. 

Will activities continue as usual during a pandemic?

The Peel board will continue to provide its regular services and operate as usual if a pandemic is declared outside of Ontario. Once a pandemic is declared in Ontario, the board will activate its pandemic preparedness plan. As a result, many activities will continue, but may operate in a drastically different way. While schools are open during a declared pandemic in Ontario, normal program expectations and service levels may not be met.

What activities will continue during a declared pandemic in Ontario?

As identified above, many activities will continue during a declared pandemic in Ontario. These activities may, however, operate in a drastically different way resulting in normal service levels not being met. We hope to continue the following activities as long as it is deemed appropriate to do so: 

· instruction, evaluation and reporting

· student transportation – buses will maintain regular schedules while schools remain open
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· childcare – providers will remain open unless unsafe to do so

· occasional teachers – administrators will be able to bring in occasional teachers to ensure appropriate levels of coverage and supervision in schools

· volunteers – regular practice regarding Peel schools will be reviewed on a regular basis

· cafeteria services and hospitality programs

· maintenance services – including but not limited to heating, air conditioning, plumping, electrical and computer repair 

· garbage collection

· security of facilities – if schools are closed, additional security patrols will be scheduled

· board meetings – may be held more frequently and/or electronically

· critical incident response teams – will operate, but not be deployed in the usual manner

· ordering of supplies

· internal courier and printing

What activities will be suspended during a declared pandemic in Ontario?

In order to provide the most necessary services to our communities, the following activities would be suspended during a pandemic:

· extracurricular activities

· school-based food programs – such as pizza days

· field trips/excursions – all field trips/excursions will be cancelled, including ones that have already been planned and paid for by families

· school council meetings – principal would remain in regular contact with the school council chair

· professional development activities

· staff meetings – meetings that take administrators or staff outside of school will be cancelled or held by teleconference

· after hours school permits – existing and new permits for school facility use 

· continuing education – night school, summer school and international language programs

· community use of schools – after hours activity/access to community schools

· home instruction

During a declared pandemic in Ontario, how will the Peel board keep its employees and community informed? 

The Peel board is committed to ensuring that all employees, students, parents and members of the community be kept up-to-date on its plans. The board has developed a comprehensive communications plan to ensure that all of its audiences are kept informed prior to and during a declared pandemic outside of Ontario, and when it is confirmed in Ontario. 

During a declared pandemic in Ontario, the board will provide overall information and status of schools through two main sources: the Peel board website—www.peelschools.org—and a pandemic phone line.

We will continue to work on the pandemic preparedness plan in the months ahead and will continue to share new information with you.

