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How to use technology to 

boost literacy skills

For primary, junior and middle school students 

Technology is an important building block in your child's future. There are many enjoyable and interactive websites that children can use to enhance their reading and writing skills. Parents and teachers who encourage children to use technology constructively are partners in education. Here are a few websites you can visit to boost learning:  

Learning to read

Young children can have a great time reading stories and completing activities designed to improve reading skills at www.starfall.com. They simply click on the words they can’t read and the software will read the word to them. Your child can also click on the picture of the characters to see an animated movement. 

WordQ Writing Aid Software

Writing made easier with word prediction and text reading 
WordQ software is available online at www.wordq.com. The software allows your child to write the first few letters of a word. It then will predict possible words on the screen. The software also reads the word back to your child. This allows students to listen to stories and helps them revise and edit work. 

Peel District School Board 

The Peel board's award-winning website, www.peelschools.org, provides links to a wide variety of resources for parents.
 

What about video games?
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/1879019.stm

A study in the United Kingdom found that simulation and adventure games, such as Sim 
City and RollerCoaster Tycoon, where 
players create societies or build theme parks,    

could develop children's strategic thinking and planning skills. You can read the study at http://news.bbc.co.uk/l/hi/education/1879019.stm.
Voice Recognition Software 

Voice Recognition software allows students to ‘talk’ to the computer through a microphone. As they speak, the words appear on the screen. Today, we use DragonNaturallySpeaking5, although newer versions of the software are available.

The websites below provide more detailed information on voice recognition software:

· Science Technology Action Research—http://peel.edu.on.ca/massey/starvoice1.html
This site provides tips and examples of student work.

· Scansoft Inc. Sells Software http://www.scansoft.com/naturallyspeaking/
· Speaking to Write—http://www.edc.org/spk2wrt/

An excellent source of information on the topic of speech recognition. 

Link to Learning 

This is a great site for students and parents. Hundreds of excellent websites that directly support all topics in the new Ontario Curriculum can be found here. It also links to encyclopædias, search engines and web-based learning activities. It is a great site for researching topics and preparing written reports.
This tip sheet was originally prepared by Craig Stuve, Teacher.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


