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Help your child succeed in math

More math…more fun – making meaning of math

For parents of students in primary grades

Mathematical literacy is important to the success of children. It is a language and children need to begin speaking it early in their development.  Math is PR – patience and repetition. Here are some tips on how you can help your child learn the language of math.

A mathematical student is…

· always making sense of mathematics

· thinking beyond the obvious (outside the box)

· looking for math patterns with numbers, shapes and operations (+, -, x, ÷)

· always trying to solve and understand a problem in new ways

· able to tell others about their strategy

Top 10 ways to show your excitement about math
1. Share your enthusiasm for math not your phobia

2. Discuss mathematical ideas with your child everyday – ask a question a day

3. LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN

4. Be patient and wait for your child's response

5. Be a risk-taker with your child

6. Encourage exploration of math ideas

7. Be open to looking at math differently

8. Memorize the basic facts

9. Apply the theory to everything you do

10. TALK, TALK, TALK – discuss all the possible solutions to a problem

Identify numbers in everyday life…

· Count cars, houses, road signs, etc. on long drives

· Estimate how long it will take to drive to grandma's house

· Measure how long it is from the front door to your child's bedroom

· Ask your child to design a floor plan for his perfect bedroom

· Go shopping and estimate how much it would cost to furnish the new bedroom

· Add the kilometres on road signs

· Sort objects in your kitchen using two different criteria

· Look for the geometrical shapes in the objects in your house, neighbourhood, city, etc.

· Paint a room and calculate the cost of the area being covered

· Time how long it takes to get ready for bed and estimate the passage of time to complete tasks

· Look for patterns in nature 

· Read stories and look for the math in the story 

· Use estimation in the grocery store to count produce or the cost of the family's dinner

· Bake some muffins and ask your child to help measure the ingredients

Master the basic facts

· Take the one minute 40-question drill challenge 

· Play number sense bingo

Surefire steps to solving a problem

1. Read the problem at least twice.

2. Underline the important parts of the problem using key words as clues (e.g. altogether, difference, how many)

3. Choose a strategy to start with.

4. Make a plan to solve the problem using the math skills that you are comfortable with.

5. Check your work. Ask yourself “Does it make sense?”

6. Use pictures, numbers and words to explain your answer and your thinking.

Choosing a strategy to solve a problem

Here are some strategies that can be used when solving a problem:

· guess and check

· look for a pattern

· draw a picture

· choose an operation

· make a table or a graph

· brainstorm for ideas

· explore solutions with a calculator

Don’t be afraid to be informed

Being involved in your child’s education, boosts achievement. Being informed means knowing where to get the information. You can find the information you need by:

· asking your child’s teacher about math topics, homework and expectations

· reading the curriculum documents for your child’s grade at www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/

general/elemsec/elemsec.html

· building a mathematical library in your home

Materials to collect

· computer, software and the Internet 

· calculator

· things to count and sort (e.g., beans, marbles, candies, pictures, blocks, egg cartons, stickers)

· math stories, picture books and puzzle books

· puzzles and logic games

· board games (e.g, chess, checkers, Monopoly)

· cards, dice, dominoes, rubics cube, abacus

· things to build (e.g., boxes, popsicle sticks, toothpicks, plasticine, lego)

Technology supports math

Technology is global. It is a tool to be used in your child’s education. Surf the Internet with your child and explore the many websites that offer math learning opportunities:

· www.linktolearning.com

· www.doctormath.com 

· www.schoolhousetech.com

· www.aplusmath.com

· www.factmonster.com

· www.schoolnet.com

· www.sitesforteachers.com

· www.aaamath.com

· www.illuminations.nctm.org

Today’s software is the pencil, paper and calculator of the past. Using it to help solve real-life problems is a necessary life skill. Here are some ways that you can explore the software with your child:

· Use spreadsheet software to create a grocery list with a budget

· Project your child’s allowance over one year using spreadsheet software

· Use kidpix software to draw math pictures
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Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


