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Discover what your child thinks about reading

For parents of junior, middle and secondary school students

As your child's most important teacher, parents and guardians can positively influence                                children's attitudes towards reading. Studies have shown that when parents and guardians are involved in their children's learning, children perform better at school. Here are some simple tips to help you enhance your child's reading at home. 

Be a good role model 

· be a positive role model for your child by reading for pleasure

· model the importance of reading

· talk to your children about your favourite books and why you enjoy them

· read in your family's first language

Prepare a rich reading environment at home

· get a library card for all family members and  visit the library regular to borrow reading materials 

· continue to build your child's own book collection (e.g., book stores, book fairs, book swaps, garage sales)

· make sure that your child has many different types of materials to read at home – comics, poems, instruction manuals, newspapers, information books, magazines, books on audiotapes or CDs, chapter books, etc.

· obtain dual language books and encourage your child to read in your family's home language
· encourage family members or friends to give your child reading materials or a magazine subscription in an area of interest as gifts

· provide a quiet and well-lit place for your child to read at home

· provide your child with a large shelf for storing reading materials

· set aside specific times during the week when the entire family reads together
Motivate your child to read

· provide your child with lots of praise and positive encouragement; don't correct every single reading mistake

· make your child's reading time an enjoyable and fun experience; don't use it as a punishment for your child

· find reading materials for your child that are neither too hard nor too easy for them to read – ask your child's teacher for help if you're unsure 

· keep your child's interests and hobbies in mind when borrowing or buying reading materials for him

· have your child check out books on CDs and resources on the Internet, available at your local library

· track your child's weekly reading progress (e.g., number of books read or minutes read) on a chart and post it on the fridge 

· look for quality books for your child to read, such as books with the Newbery Medal and Honour Award (best in children's literature) or recommended book lists (e.g., from the American Library Association)

· use media to hook your child's reading interests – if your child likes the movie, buy the book!

More on reverse

Help develop your child's reading skills 
· continue to read out loud to your child, even beyond the primary grades (e.g., highlight articles from the newspaper)

· read together with your child (e.g., comics, movie reviews, menus, etc.) and take turns reading for variety

· ask your child to read to you

· have your child read aloud favourite passages several times to improve reading speed and accuracy

· encourage your child to read from other sources – e.g., shopping lists, recipes, board game cards, newspaper articles, printed directions to a destination, etc.

· discuss some of your child's favourite authors and why she enjoys reading their work

· talk about the books that your child is reading – What is your child's favourite part of the story? Why? Does your child agree with the author's point of view? Why or why not? 

· encourage prediction skills – What do you think will happen next in the story? Why do you think that? How else could the story end?

· to help with comprehension, ask your child to summarize what he is reading in his own words 

· listen to books on audiotapes or CDs while taking longer trips in the car

· play word games together as a family (e.g., Scrabble, Boggle, Spill and Spell)

· promote the use of a dictionary (including online versions) and a thesaurus 

Get more involved in your  child's school

· become more involved in your child's school activities

· take part in your school's literacy events

· make sure that you are in regular contact with your child's teacher – find out your child's reading level, reading strategies that your child should use, areas of strength or weakness in your child's reading, and various activities that you can do with your child at home 

Enlist the support of others

· ask older siblings, grandparents, friends, caregivers or neighbours to read to your child

· ask librarians and sales staff at book stores to help you find appropriate reading materials for your child's age

· make sure your child's difficulty with reading is not due to a hearing or vision problem

· if your child does have a serious reading problem, find out how the school is helping your child (e.g., help from a special education resource teacher, reading specialist, etc.)

Use additional resources

· enrol your child in a book club or in an afterschool reading program

· visit used book stores as a family

· visit literacy-related websites

This tip sheet was prepared by Dr. Aimee Wolanski, Research Officer, and Kim Bennett, Assessment and Accountability Analyst







Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


