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Help your child be successful 

in French immersion

For parents of students in all grades

Support is key

For children to develop literacy skills and learn a second language, they have to be confident and assume that they will be successful. Parents play an integral part in their children's education.  

Value the French immersion program:

· talk about the importance of learning and experiencing a second language

· be happy for the opportunity

· if possible, volunteer at your child's school

Listening is an important skill: 

· encourage your child to talk about his day and experiences

· appreciate her concerns

Have realistic expectations:

· recognize that learning a second language is a continuous and developmental process

· know that your child will not be bilingual by the end of grade 1

Develop literacy skills

In a French immersion classroom, students do not just learn the French language, but they also acquire the language. They not only learn the grammatical structure of the language, but experience the language and culture. Acquiring a second language provides students with greater opportunities to develop literacy skills and the ability to communicate. These skills are transferable from one language to the next. Developing literacy skills in a second language helps to reinforce  literacy skills in a first language. And most importantly, developing literacy skills in a first language helps to promote the ability to communicate in a second language.

Promote literacy in your child's first language

· read with your child

· play word games

· discuss issues at the dinner table

· write e-mails to each other

· refer to tip sheets on literacy

Modeling the language

To value their experience in learning Canada's other official language, children must see that French exists outside the classroom. And to truly acquire a second language, they need to use the language. Children must have to opportunity to hear French and to speak French as often as possible.  

At home: 

· watch French television programming

· TFO (Cable 13) 

· Radio Canada (CBLFT channel 12)

· listen to French Radio

· Société Radio Canada (CJBC 860 AM)

· CHRY (York University)

· CIUT FM 89,5 (University of Toronto)

· Radio Toronto (105,1 FM)
· buy or rent French books, magazines, videos and games

· Public library

· Scholar's Choice

· Librairie Champlain (468 Queen St. E., Toronto)

· French Educational Supply Company (2775 Dundas St. W., Toronto)

· Scholastic

· watch DVDs in French
· with most DVDs you can choose the language
Modeling the language

Here are a few places you and your family can visit to model the language:

Theatres

· Théatre français de Toronto
26 Berkeley St., Toronto

Clubs and Associations

· Le Cercle de l'Amitié 
1780 Meadowvale Blvd.,
Mississauga

905-542-1844

· Alliance Françaises
24 Spadina St., Toronto

416-922-2014

· Canadian Parents For French
Local Chapters

Summer Camps

· Camp Tournesol
Canadian Parents for French

· Learning French with Fun & Results
Alliance Française de Toronto

Mississauga Campus

Travel and Exchanges

· Québec

· Northen Ontario

· Manitoba

· New Brunswick

· Canadian Education Exchange Foundation 
(CEEF)

· International Student Exchange (ISE)

Homework

The key role parents play in helping their children with homework is guidance. Here are 

a few ways you can help with homework:

· listen to your child read in both French and English

· help your child develop their literacy skills

· discuss your child's homework with him

· provide your child with a French/English dictionary, French dictionary

Useful websites

www.cpfont.on.ca/
www.radio-canada.ca/
www.tfo.org
www.alliance-francaise.com
This tip sheet was originally prepared by 

Josée Dumas-Hurt, Co-ordinator (FSL and International Languages).

Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


