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How to use technology to 

boost literacy skills

For parents of students in primary, junior and middle grades 

Technology is an important building block in your child's future. There are many enjoyable and interactive websites that children can use to enhance their reading and writing skills. Parents and teachers who encourage children to use technology constructively are partners in education. Here are a few websites you can visit to boost learning:  

Learning to Read

Young children can have a great time reading stories and completing activities designed to improve reading skills.  

· www.starfall.com 

Word and phonics activities in animated books. 

· www.yourchildlearns.com/learnletters.htm 

Free software for learning the alphabet and teaching beginning phonics.

Reading to Learn

As the demands of learning increase, older students shift from learning to read to reading to learn. Struggling readers, especially, can benefit from these free downloads.

· www.readplease.com -Free

With adjustable reading speed/voices, you can use this as a talking word processor or hear text read aloud.

· www.gutenberg.org/catalog -Free  

Over 13,000 books online. Public domain works are searchable by title or author.

· www.readingmadeeasy.com 

Premier Assistive software offers the E-Text Reader free to read digital text.

Word Games

Learners of all ages will enjoy these word games:

· www.gamzuk.com/index.htm 

Literacy Games for Struggling Learners

· http://tinyurl.com/n3lav 
Make your own word searches and crosswords

· www.eduplace.com/tales

Wacky Web Tales

· www.manythings.org/wbg 

       Word-Based Games

Peel District School Board 

· www.peelschools.org
The Peel board's award-winning website provides links to a wide variety of resources for parents. 

Curriculum Links 
· www.linktolearning.com
Here are hundreds of excellent websites that directly support all topics in the Ontario Curriculum.

· www.webquest.org 

A great curriculum extension for your curious learner! Searchable by grade level or subject.

· www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com 


Don't forget math literacy. This website is interactive, informative and amazing! 

Other Sites of Interest

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing 

Dance Mat Typing!  This online typing program will help beginners learn to type, increase speed and accuracy.

· http://tinyurl.com/ozxrj 
Stretch Breaks for Kids is a free downloaded program that offers quick animated stretches at regular intervals to prevent repetitive strain injuries. 

· http://tinyurl.com/lukqn 

Buying literacy software? – check the SuperKids reviews before you do.

Internet Safety
· http://tinyurl.com/qak3t  
Peel Regional Police Internet Safety Unit

· http://tinyurl.com/nrzxk 
NetSafe: Internet Safety Group Parent Tips.
This tip sheet was created by Jeryl Phillips, Special Education Resource – Adaptive Technology, and 

Sheryl Johnston, Classroom Teacher at Roberta Bondar Public School.
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