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C.  THE BOARD'S SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Purpose of the Standard

To provide details of the operation of the board's SEAC to the ministry and to give members of the public information to which they are entitled

SEAC Meetings

Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month during the school year at the H.J.A. Brown Education Centre, 5650 Hurontario Street, Mississauga.

Membership

Included is a list of SEAC members, affiliations, contact addresses, telephone numbers, and/or e-mail addresses.

Procedures for Selecting Members

Membership consists of:

· One representative from each of the local associations to a maximum of 12

· The lesser of three members of the Board (i.e. trustees) or 25% of the total number of Board members

· One or more additional members who are neither association representatives or Board members

Association representatives are nominated by their association and appointed by the Board

One representative from each association shall be appointed by the Board as an alternate

Members and alternates of SEAC must be:

· Qualified to vote for members of the Board

· Resident within the jurisdiction of the Board

· Not employed by the Board

Members shall hold office during the term of office of the Board and until a new Board is organized

A SEAC member vacated his or her seat if he or she:

· Is convicted of an indictable offence

· Is absent from 3 consecutive meetings without authorization by resolution

· Ceased to hold the qualifications to be appointed to the committee

If a seat becomes vacant the Board shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term

Peel District School Board 

Special Education Advisory Committee

The scope and content of much of the annual Special Education Plan of the Peel District School Board are discussed in a variety of forums with SEAC during the school year. These meetings include the regular monthly SEAC meetings, and other meetings that may be specific to a subject or group of interests. Preliminary updates to the plan were brought to the April 2004 SEAC meeting.  The final amendments to the Special Education Plan were reviewed and voted on at the June 2004 SEAC. Financial statements are projected subject to Board approval. Reviews, discussion on and development of additions and changes to the Board's special education program services take place with parent associations and staff within the formal framework of SEAC. In addition the November SEAC meeting is reserved specifically for a consultation process in order for this information to be considered in the development of the Special Education Plan. The monthly SEAC meetings follow the usual formal agenda. Staff bring forward statements of policy and updates on existing and new programs and they also provide information sessions on the broader implications of policies and programs that are being developed. Comments by parent associations made during SEAC meetings may result in an immediate modification of a proposed policy or procedural change, or be taken by staff for future consideration. These items are usually brought back to SEAC for receipt following finalization. Separate, less formal meetings are also held for more extended discussions between parent associations and staff, sometimes with a Trustee member present. Those discussions may be on single issues, such as the implications of the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test, and also on wider common concerns. The financial statements of the Board, with regard to special education were described in staff presentations during the year. The following are some of the more significant topics addressed during SEAC meetings. While not all may be directly related to the Annual Special Education Plan, each item involved information to SEAC or advice and comments from SEAC that became part of the planning inputs and processes.

A. Agenda Items for 2003-04                                                                                                  

1. Annual Accessibility Plan

2. Grade 10 OSSLT: Accommodation Research

3. Ontario Secondary Literacy Course

4. IEP review Action Plan

5. Consultation Process for the Special Education Plan 2004-2005

6. Schools Attuned Update Report

7. Vocational School-to-Work transition Program Report

8. Special Education Accountability Framework

9. Overview and updates on: A Standards Based Approach – Piloting the Standards for Special Education Programs and Services for Students with Pervasive Developmental Disorders/Autism Spectrum Disorders

10. Communications Program Evaluation Terms of Reference 

11. Process for CISESS system consultation:
Special Education Plan 2004-2005


Teaching and Learning Plan

12. Summary of the results of the system consultation regarding Special Education planning 

13. Positive Pathways: A curriculum for Students with Developmental Disabilities

14. National Service Dogs Presentation: support for students with ASD 

15. Ontario Ministry of Education’s SEAC e-Learning information session

16. Compilation, Analysis and Interpretation of Suspension Data

17. SEAC representation to ODA

18. ISA 1 equipment 

19. Updates to the Special Education Plan 2004-2005 including the Quality Improvement Plan for IEPs

20. “Success for All Students”: A Plan to Re-invent Alternative Programs in the Peel District School Board, and “Fresh Start” Programs: 7-10

21. Presentation on Behaviour Services Continuum

22. Alternatives to Suspension: template of current clinical and behavioural information on childhood disorders and syndromes

23. Correspondence on a range of topics from the Ministry of Education to the Peel DSB on matters relevant to special education program services (often these are also addressed in items that follow here)

24. Correspondence on a range of topics from a variety of sources:

·  Parents for Children’s Mental Health

·  Letters that other SEACs have sent to the ministry

· The Opportunity to Succeed –Consultation Report

· Communication templates re Individual Student Reports for the Grade 9 EQAO Math Test 

25. Review of the Minutes and action items of Minister's Advisory Council on Special Education (MACSE).

26. Regular information and updates on the professional development for staff who provide special education program services, including special programs for staff providing services for students with autism spectrum disorders.

27. Invitation by Peel DSB psychology staff for SEAC members to attend its annual Psychology Conference, at which some SEAC members had the benefit of a one-day professional development session.

B. SEAC Membership

The members of SEAC and their parent associations have maintained consistent involvement in the work of SEAC. New members joined the committee, either replacing those who left as a result of changed personal obligations or to provide additional representation. The parent associations represented on SEAC are: 

· Association for Bright Children

· Autism Society of Ontario

· Community Living (Mississauga and Brampton Caledon)

· Easter Seal Society

· Fragile X Research Foundation of Canada

· 
Learning Disability Association of Ontario (Mississauga and North Peel)

· Peel Parents for Hearing Impaired Children

· Tourette Syndrome Association 

· VIEWS for Blind and Visually Impaired Children

SEAC members and Board staff are actively looking for parent association representatives of students with mental health and behavioural special needs. 

There are three Trustee members of SEAC. There are no community members.

C. Motions 

One motion was brought forward in response to the Special Education Plan expressing concern regarding the increase in contained programs for students with Developmental Disabilities.

D. Public Questions and Delegations

SEAC representatives bring forward the views of their organizations. All SEAC meetings are open to the public; the Agenda always includes the opportunity for questions by the public. Questions may be addressed by Board staff at the time of the meeting, or answers provided in follow up correspondence over the signature of the SEAC Chair. There was one public questions regarding the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test.

