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Director's Office
	Parent Involvement Committee meeting highlights

	[image: image1.jpg]



	Monday, September 19, 2011
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	4:30 to 6 p.m.
Churchville Room, HJA Brown Education Centre, 5650 Hurontario Street, Mississauga

	
	Kathy Parris-McDonald, Parent representing Brampton and French Immersion (PIC co-chair)

Anthony Blair, Parent respresenting Brampton

Stan Cameron, Trustee representing Caledon
Barbara Cyr, representing the board's Special Education Advisory Committee 
Vijai Dasrat, Parent representing Brampton 

Lucy Ding, Parent representing Mississauga 

Velvet Dodge Matinna, Parent representing Caledon 

Salha Jeizan, representing Multicultural Inter-Agency Group of Peel
Meredith Johnson, Trustee representing Mississauga
Harinder Malhi, Trustee representing Brampton
Tony Pontes, Director of Education
Shan Rai, Parent representing Mississauga

Lisa Skeete, Parent representing Mississauga

Dan Wilkinson, Parent representing Brampton

Resource:

Alison Farbar, Acting Communications Officer
Jay Fedosoff, Leader, Parent and Family Literacy Centres
Varsha Naik, Community Liaison Co-ordinator
Carla Pereira, Acting Manager of Communications



Welcome and introductions

The committee welcomed new members. Kathy provided an overview of the role of the committee. The committee has an advisory role. It works with the Director of Education, board staff and trustees to support and enhance meaningful parent involvement in the Peel board. Kathy also provided an overview of some of the projects PIC has been involved with. They include:

· research to determine parents’, teachers’ and administrators’ views on parent involvement

· workshops for school council members

· support for the Peel board’s Parent Literacy Conference and Volunteer Celebration

· the Creating a welcoming school together project to provide tips and resources for schools, including free welcome folders schools can order to create welcome packages for new families

· supporting understanding of the ESL/ELL program through the creation of a template presentation kit 

Update on ESL/ELL project

Varsha provided an update on the ESL/ELL project. Over the summer, a writing team came together to plan and begin writing a template presentation package that will be used to boost understanding of the importance of ESL/ELL and how our schools teach English. The package includes:

· template powerpoint presentation

· facilitator’s guide

· brochure

· fact sheets

· list of resources for teachers, parents

The plan is to translate materials in at least the top 10 languages. Schools will be able to use the package as a whole, or pick elements for specific projects—for example, the tip sheet might be included in a welcome kit for new families who children have been recommended for ESL.  

Election of the co-chair
New parent members were invited to self-nominate for the role of co-chair. The co-chair position is a two-year term. Shan Rai said she is interested in the position. Other members expressed interest and the decision was made to allow members to think about it. New members who are interested will email Alison at Alison.farbar@peelsb.com with their interest by Friday, Sept. 23. The committee will then be asked to vote by email. 

Update on Creating a welcoming school together project
Alison provided an update on the Creating a welcoming school together project. Over the summer, staff worked to gather all resources related to creating a welcoming school and post them in one central location. This includes translated tip sheets and information about how to access an interpreter, settlement worker. The committee had a chance to see the site, which is available for school staff in the My School section of their My Site. As part of the project, welcome folders were produced. Schools can order the folders for free and use them, along with the materials on the site, to create welcome packages for new families. This project can continue to grow as needed.

The suggestion was made to made the resource site visible to school council chairs and trustees. Alison will work on this. 

GTA PIC meeting
At the Ministry PIC Symposium last spring, members of PICs in the GTA determined they share many similar concerns and that meeting as a larger group would be beneficial. The first meeting took place before the end of last school year in Halton. Our PIC will host the next meeting on Oct. 12 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Mississauga Room at the HJA Brown Education Centre. Kathy will chair the meeting, along with our new co-chair, once elected. Other PIC members are invited to attend to help out and participate. Please email Alison.farbar@peelsb.com before Oct. 1 to indicate if you plan to attend. 
School council event
Great Start: An orientation and training evening for school council members will take place on Monday, Oct. 24 at West Credit Secondary School. The event starts at 5:30 p.m. Schools are invited to send two council members. The event includes a free buffet dinner, catered by students at West Credit, and participants can choose two workshops to attend. Information will be sent to schools at the start of October. West Credit Secondary School is located at  6325 Montevideo Rd. in Mississauga.

Our PIC will have a booth at the event. We also run a workshop. In order to have the booth, PIC members will need to be available to staff it. Information will be sent out at the start of October and members will be asked to respond with availability for the event. 
New business/additions

Jay Fedosoff talked about a project he’s working on. The safe schools brochure has been translated and Jay is in the process of working with a videographer to add both voiceover and text to an existing Peel board video. The video can then be used as a way to explain the board’s Safe Schools Policy to parents.
The committee expressed interest in having Tony explain what CODE is and the type of work the group does at the next meeting.

Set meeting dates
Meetings have been tentatively set for the following dates:

Oct. 4 – Planning meeting, committee only
Nov. 14

Jan. 23

Feb. 27

April 2

May 14

Meetings are from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in the Trustees’ Area of the HJA Brown Education Centre, 5650 Hurontario Street in Mississauga. 
