[image: image3.jpg]o peel ]S?éiiggf%oard
Nor’






Director's Office
	Parent Involvement Committee Highlights

	[image: image1.jpg]



	November 1, 2011

	[image: image2.jpg]Time/Place:




	4:30 to 6 p.m.
Trustees’ Area, HJA Brown Education Centre, 5650 Hurontario Street, Mississauga

	
	Kathy Parris-McDonald, Parent representing Brampton and French Immersion (PIC co-chair)

Anthony Blair, Parent respresenting Brampton (PIC co-chair)
Barbara Cyr, representing the board's Special Education Advisory Committee 
Vijai Dasrat, Parent representing Brampton 

Meredith Johnson, Trustee representing Mississauga
Harinder Malhi, Trustee representing Brampton
Tony Pontes, Director of Education
Shan Rai, Parent representing Mississauga

Dan Wilkinson, Parent representing Brampton

Resource:

Alison Farbar, Acting Communications Officer
Jay Fedosoff, Leader, Parent and Family Literacy Centres
Varsha Naik, Community Liaison Co-ordinator
Carla Pereira, Acting Manager of Communications
Regrets
Stan Cameron, Trustee representing Caledon

Lucy Ding, Parent representing Mississauga 

Velvet Dodge Matinna, Parent representing Caledon
Salha Jeizan, representing MIAG Centre for Diverse Women & Families
Lisa Skeete, Parent representing Mississauga




Canada Savings Bond
Tony Pontes shared information about the Canada Savings Bond, an savings option for lower-income families. The Peel Children and Youth Initiative (PCYI), and group Tony chairs, is learning more about the savings bond and will develop a plan to communicate the opportunity with families in Peel. 

Update on funding discussion
The committee decided to discuss its budget at the next meeting. To date, the committee has allocated $5000 to order more welcome folders that the committee created last year to provide for free to schools so schools can create welcome kits for new families. The committee has also allocated $5000 to cover the cost of public speakers. The committee would like to host speaking events throughout the year. In order to determine which topics to cover, and where to hold events, committee members agreed to network in their communities and come back with ideas. 

Update on GTA PIC committee

The Peel board’s PIC hosted a meeting of the GTA PIC members on Oct. 12. Members from Halton Catholic, Halton Public, Dufferin-Peel Catholic and Upper Grand district school boards participated. The conversations centered around what the role of the GTA committee is, communication issues and trust of school systems in general. The GTA PIC discussed the idea of determining a mandate for the committee and ensuring members are invited from all GTA boards. The idea of creating a joint proposal for a regional PRO grant was also discussed. 

Some GTA PIC members expressed interest in accessing resources created by the Peel board’s PIC. The committee agreed it will share a no-logo electronic version of its welcome folder for other boards to print and use.

Great Start School Council event – Oct. 24
Feedback on the Parent Involvement workshop at the Great Start event on Oct. 24 was positive. Attendees expressed interest in having a electronic discussion board or some other mechanism that would allow school councils to share ideas and network. The PIC committee is considering options on how to do this. 

At Great Start, all attendees received a flyer about Creating a welcoming school together
 and the free welcome folders created by the PIC. 
Anthony suggested that the presentations from the event be posted online. Alison will gather the presentations from presenters when the feedback from the event is sent out and will post online in the ‘School Council’ section of www.peelschools.org. 

Creating a welcoming school together
Based on the committee’s suggestions from last meeting, a link to Creating a welcoming school together has been added to the internal intranet pages of school council chairs, trustees and other staff groups. A second order of folders has been delivered. Schools continue to place orders for folders. 

ESL/ELL Project 

At the January PIC meeting, Varsha will share a copy of the ESL/ELL resource she is working on. The committee will discuss the idea of creating a similar resource for secondary schools. 

Fees Guideline
Alison asked committee members to review the Ministry of Education’s fees guideline and to find out from their communities how the guideline is affecting schools from the perspective of parents/guardians. The committee will share their findings at the next meeting. Their findings will be shared with the central steering committee that is reviewing the impact of the guidelines from various perspectives. 

Public questions/comments

Catherine Soplet asked to make a presentation about her findings related to PRO grants and education outcomes at the next PIC meeting. The committee agreed to allot five minutes on the next agenda. Catherine’s materials are being circulated so the committee can review them prior to the meeting. 

Next meeting

The next meeting is on January 23 at 4:30 p.m. in the Trustees’ Area of the HJA Brown Education Centre. 

