“The Clean Water Girl”
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In Canada, most water is treated with chemicals before it comes to our homes, to make sure it is clean and safe to drink.  But, in many parts of the world, water is not clean. It may look clean, but it contains germs that can make people sick or even kill them.


The most common disease caused by germs is dirty water is diarrhea. Most of them are children


Here is what one girl did to help her family and her village make sure that their water was clean and safe to drink:


Awo [Ah-woe] was an eight year old girl who lived in Ghana. Ghana is a country in Africa.


Awo was worried. Her mother was going to have a baby. Why wasn’t she happy about this? She was! She very much wanted a baby sister or brother. But she was worried because just a year ago, her baby brother had died from diarrhea. He got the diarrhea from germs in the water that he drank. Awo was afraid that the same thing would happen to this new baby.
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One day a health worker came to Awo’s school. She told Awo’s class about a way to make water clean. It was called a solar water cleaner. The health worker said that the solar water cleaner would make the water safe to drink. She showed the children how to make one.


Awo rushed home after school and made a solar water cleaner. She showed it to her mother. Her mother smiled. She thanked Awo for helping to keep the whole family healthy. So did Awo. When other people in the village saw how the Awo’s solar water cleaner got rid of germs in water, they made cleaners too. Soon everyone in the village was drinking clean water. There were very few cases of diarrhea. The villagers called Awo “The Clean Water Girl”!

Source: Water by Solar - http://www.waterbysolar.com
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