The Facts About World Health
We know that the HIV/AIDS virus is the defining challenge of our age … that it is more dangerous to our security than any rogue state … that is has already taken more lives than any war in the history of war – 25 million lives …

– Bono, U2 band member, 2001

With 6 billion people on earth, discussing human health is no simple matter. Most diseases are regional, affecting only people in a certain area of the planet. But the world’s biggest health threats affect so many people across the planet that they are global in scope.  AIDS, Tuberculosis (TB) and malaria are the world’s greatest killers. In the year 2000, approximately 3 million people died of AIDS. That same year, TB claimed 1.7 million lives and malaria killed one million people.

AIDS is a disease that we are familiar with in North America. While prevention campaigns have helped to slow the spread of HIV in Canada, AIDS is an epidemic in many poor countries. Of the 40 million people infected with HIV worldwide, 95 per cent live in developing countries.
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While AIDS is a relatively new disease, TB is one of the oldest. For centuries, TB was viewed as a plague that carried away the young and talented members of society. Until medication was developed in the 1940s, TB was the leading cause of death in the United States. Today, TB continues to claim about 2 million lives a year in regions where affordable treatment programs are not in place.

Unlike AIDS and TB, malaria is a disease that is exclusive to southern countries. More than 41 per cent of the world’s population is at risk of acquiring malaria, which is transmitted by mosquitoes. Though malaria is treatable with medication, in Africa the medicine costs more than most people can afford. Three thousand Africans die from malaria every day – most of them children. 

Source: “Health 9-11” – Victoria International Development

Education Association, http://www.videa.ca/global/health
Putting it into perspective:
· 8,000 people worldwide die of AIDS everyday … that is 5 people every minute. 

· There are 40.3 million people living with HIV worldwide 

· 38 million are adults 

· 17.5 million are women 

· 2.3 million are children under the age of 15 

· Sub-Saharan Africa has just over 10% of the world’s population, but is home to more that 60% of all people living with HIV. AIDS claimed the life of 2.4 million people living in Sub-Sahara Africa in 2005. 

· 75% of the reported infections in Eastern Europe and Central Asia between 2004 and 2005 were in people younger than 30. 

· AIDS is the leading cause of death in the Caribbean among adults ages 15-44. 

· In Africa, AIDS is wiping out the professional class (i.e. teachers, lawyers, doctors), yet these countries can’t afford anti-retroviral drugs. 

· Worldwide, only one in ten persons infected with HIV has been tested and knows his or her HIV status. 

· In some Africa countries, three quarters of those infected are women - many of whom have not had more than one sexual partner. 

· In six African countries (Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zimbabwe) more than one in five pregnant women has HIV/AIDS. 
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