GAME CARDS:  Females
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You wish to participate in the same after-school program as your brother, but you are required to come home immediately after classes are finished.  You must prepare dinner for the household.

Go back 2 spaces.
	You are 12 years old and are becoming an economic burden to your parents. They decide that you will be married.

Go back 4 spaces.

	You go to bed hungry because your brother got more to eat than you. Your brother must get big and strong so that he can earn a living for the family. Your needs are secondary.

Go back 1 space.
	You are enrolled in school but also have to do household chores. You get in trouble for not finishing your homework and falling asleep in class.

Go back 1 space.

	You watch your brother go off to school every day while you must stay home. Your parents can’t afford to send both of you to school. Your brother’s education is considered more important.

Go back 3 spaces.
	You must stay at home and take care of the household. Your mother has died. You now have all the responsibilities of an adult even though you are only a girl. 

Go back 3 spaces.

	You are one of the 1 million children, mainly girls who have been forced into prostitution.

Go back 4 spaces.
	You are pregnant at age 14. Due to your young age you are more likely to have problems during your pregnancy and at a higher risk to die when giving birth.

Go back 2 spaces.

	Your parents have decided that you will not get married until you are finished your schooling.

Go forward 2 spaces.
	You have been working since age 5. You do not get paid for your work instead you are provided with accommodation and a little food.

Go back 2 spaces.


	As a girl you are more likely to be sexually abused.

Go back 3 spaces.
	At meals you are given as much to eat as your brother.

Go forward 1 space.

	You are more likely to be infected with HIV than a boy.

Go back 3 spaces.
	You have an opportunity to visit the doctor.

Go forward 2 spaces.

	You have access to the same health services as your male counterparts.

Go forward 3 spaces.
	Your government has implemented a new equity program that encourages young girls to attend university. You have been awarded a scholarship.

Go forward 5 spaces.

	You have caught a terrible illness and have become very sick. You spend every day in bed. You were not immunized against this disease.

Go back 3 spaces.
	You are unable to work at a young age due to minimum age rules. Instead, you are required to go to school and become educated so that you will have more opportunities available to you later in life.

Go forward 3 spaces.

	You are part of a mentoring program where your role models are successful females.

Go forward 2 spaces.
	You are a girl child soldier who is being forced to fight in the civil war.

Go back 2 spaces.


	A child in Sub-Saharan Africa has a 1:10 chance of dying before reaching his/her first birthday, and a 1:5 chance of not seeing his/her fifth birthday. More than 90 per cent of these deaths are preventable through simple, cost-effective interventions. Today, 3 million lives are saved each year because of immunization programs. Worldwide, 12 million children are still dying each year from vaccine-preventable illnesses or malnutrition.

Canada, through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), has been an important player in vaccinating children against preventable diseases and in providing micronutrient supplements which increase child survival rates. CIDA has contributed more than $150 million to immunization efforts in developing countries since 1985.

You are one of the many girls who received immunizations.

Go forward 1 space.
	In 1990, CIDA and the Canadian Public Health Association established the Southern Africa AIDS Training Program (SAT) to help community-based partner organizations set up prevention and support programs in 10 countries.

The Tanzania Media Women’s Association (TAMWA), one of SAT’s 150 local partners, helped to pass a law in 1998 to protect and safeguard the rights of women and children against sexual abuse, including rape, incest, female genital mutilation and sexual harassment. For the first time, female genital mutilation was mentioned in a bill. It was labeled a criminal act and carried a jail sentence. The new law also introduced victim compensation through fines paid by the perpetrators.

Rape incidents have declined in Tanzania since the campaign began. Recent reports also indicate the new law is being enforced and conviction rates are increasing.

In your home, women and men are equally respected.

Go forward 5 spaces.

	Canada helped to bring apartheid to an end by assisting in the development of a constitution, and in preparing the country for their first non-racial elections in April 1994. Almost 150 Canadians served as elections observers in 1994 and again in 1999. Annually, Canada provides approximately $20 million to South Africa. In South Africa women constitute 60 per cent of parliament. Women now make up 25 percent of legislators compared to the 3 per cent figure during apartheid and are aiming to raise their profile at next year’s general election.

You are aware of and participate in the social, economic and political life of your community.

Go forward 3 spaces.
	Canadian International Development Agency’s (CIDA’s) involvement with the education system in Africa demonstrates the importance of encouraging and providing opportunities for girls to gain an education, further diminishing gender inequality. Canada’s role in assisting the education system in Africa has provided girls with the opportunity to attend school, as well as adequate training to teachers on the issues of gender equality and on the importance of education to both sexes. Presently, there is a 90 per cent increase in the school enrollment of girls in some parts of Africa due to a CIDA project.

A new school has opened up and you are allowed to attend.

Go forward 2.

	There is little information on health care or contraceptives available to young girls and women. The lack of information could lead to an unwanted pregnancy or a sexually transmitted disease such as AIDS. However, a CIDA sponsored program provides awareness and training on these issues, which contributes to gender equality.

In your community the girls have learned how to protect themselves from sexual exploitation.

Go forward 4 spaces.
	Lack of job opportunities for women contributes to gender inequality. Women do not work, or earn little income, depend on their husbands to support them. CIDA has been actively involved with investing in Africa’s economic growth through a new project called New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) which in turn, creates more jobs for women, that allows them to earn their own income.

You have secured a job.

Go forward 3 spaces.


