Help Cards

	No Help

Your government is pursuing policies very unpopular with the U.S. government. They will not help you change from encouraging cooperatives to focus on single family farms. The charities cannot afford to send help.


	No Help

Your problems are not dramatic enough, and the newspapers and television in Europe are not interested. No one knows about you. Agencies cannot raise any money for you.



	Partial Help
Newspapers and television in Europe are reporting you problems to the public. They are also telling stories of inefficiency, food going astray, and food piling up on the docks. Not many people are willing to help.

	Partial Help
Resources of the relief agencies, Oxfam Canada and Red Cross, are needed for a disaster in India. They cannot spare much.

Add 150 food units this year.



	Help on the Way
Full-scale relief operation mounted by governments and charities.

Add 300 food units this year.

	

	
	


Disease Cards
	Tuberculosis (T.B.)
This disease is common in your village. You lose 40 units each for the next 2 years. There is an injection against TB, but poor countries can’t afford it.
[TB is a lung disease usually obtained from an infected person sneezing. Can be cured with proper rest and medicine.]
	Yaws

You suffer from yaws, tropical ulcers. 

Lose 20 units each year for 2 years.

[Yaws are large yellowish sores, up to 6 inches across, covering the whole body]

	Typhoid Outbreak
You lose 40 units.

[Typhoid is from impure water, disease with a mortality rate of up to 70%. Death occurs within a 2 weeks.]

	Gastroenteritis

Is common in your village. You lose 30 units.

This is very common in poor countries. Tourists are often hit with it. You become very tired and often have cramps and diarrhea. You don’t have energy to work. Dehydration is a problem.

	Smallpox Outbreak
You lose 30 units. No! The World Health Organization of the United Nations has virtually wiped smallpox off the face of the earth. A wonderful example of possibilities when nations work together.


	Meningitis Outbreak
Lose 20 units each for the next 2 years.

[Meningitis is the inflammation in the brain, causing headache, fever, and disturbed vision.] 

	Worms
You have worms, so you have even less energy. You lose 20 units each for the next 2 years.

[Worms, parasites are very common in the tropics. The largest, the tapeworm, can reach 30 feet in length.]


	Trachoma
This is common in your village. It is easy and very cheap to cure, but you don’t have the medicine. Lose 40 units.

[Trachoma is inflammation of the eyes, rarely serious.]

	Flu
Is common, leading to pneumonia. Lose 10 units each for the next 3 years.


	Measles Outbreak
Lose 10 units. Measles is the most common killer of children who are malnourished. Malnutrition makes one weak and get sick easily.




Local/Global Impact Choice Card

	Choose Between: 
· The member of your credit union decides to buy a tractor.

· It has been so dry you decide to plant cassava or melons. You will do well in a drought.
	Choose Between: 
· You join literacy classes

· Your village forms a credit union. This will cost you 20 units.

	Choose Between: 
· Women take health and hygiene classes.

· Plant native glass on the edge of your fields.


	Choose Between: 
· Rotating maize and groundnuts

· You get free pesticides from a European country.

	Choose Between: 
· If a drought year, you must sell a field for twice its annual yield to a larger land owner. Choose the field you are selling.

· You work many weeks digging ditches for water.
	Choose Between: 
· You join a group of farmers learning better farming methods.

· You accept a low interest loan for organic fertilizer.

	Choose Between: 

	Choose Between: 



Local/Global Impact Cards
	The national women’s organization sends a trainer so the village women learn how to weave baskets from local grasses that the organization will market. All villages add 30 units gains from income.


	Women often spend 4 hours daily fetching and carrying water (20 L/per/day.) Girls begin carrying water at an early age which delays their physical development, causing higher incidence of death in childbirth. Subtract 60 for loss of production.

	The man in the family goes to the city to find a better source of earning money so he can’t help with clearing the fields (one of the few jobs he did). Loss of workers subtract 50 units.


	Because of overuse of the land, trees are further away so you must send 4 hours every 2 days instead of every 3 days fetching firewood. This means you have 4 hours less to work in the fields every week. Every village subtract 15 units from each field of your best yielding crop.

	Women often have no title to land, or bank accounts of their own, or credit in their own name. A widow in another village needs food. Each village give 20 units to help.

	Women in Africa spend at least 4 hours daily fetching water, often not pure. Drinking impure water causes the non-fatal guinea worm disease. In Nigeria 12, 000 annually are permanently disabled; more than one million are disabled for months. Subtract 20 units of cassava.

	An international charity offers one pump to one village that will give the equivalent of 4 wet fields every year. All villages must agree on which village should get the pump. There are many areas of Africa that could use it, so you have 3 minutes to decide, or offer will be withdrawn.


	Only applies for a dry year. After women planted millet, no rain came so there was no crop. This was the second try planting this year, nut no rain came at all. ALL VILLAGES SUBTRACT ALL UNITS FROM MILLET HARVEST.

	Sugar cane requires 5 weedings before harvest – women work. This means women have less time for food crops so the decision made by men results in 15 units less for each field of maize.


	Because women haul water, they suffer a higher rate of water-borne illnesses, especially if malnourished. Subtract 75 units because 2 females come down with Hepatitis. This liver disease makes one very weak for months and there is no cure.



	Your husband used to give money for school fees, but he hasn’t sent any from the city. You must sell some food you would eat because you feel the education of you children is important. Subtract 40 units.

[4 out of 10 rural households are headed by women due to men seeking better jobs.]
	A baby is born on the first day of planting. Less is planted because the mother can’t help and the remaining women must do her work. Subtract 15 from each groundnut field.


Local or Global Impact Cards
	You have taken a chance by spending the equivalent of 40 units to fertilize*. If it is a wet year you gain 10 units fro each field of maize and or beans.

*Fertilizer requires more water.


	Normal Harvest
Storage of food is a problem. Your store is damp. 25% of yams rot.

Poor storage and pests is a cause of up to 50% of harvest loss in poor countries.



	Normal Harvest
Yams are attacked by pest. 1/3 of the yam crop is lost.

Yams in Africa are a staple, very large root, sometimes 2 ft. or more long.


	Congratulations! Many children were born. 20 more units needed than shown on malnutrition chart.

	Flood
River bursts its banks. 40 units lost. All villages live close enough for the river to be affected, so all suffer from the flood.


	Your experimental maize fields have yielded 10 more units than ordinary. This will continue every year because you have learned successful composting.

	Localized Drought
The harvest is 40 units less than expected. (70 if this is the second year of drought.)

	Civil War
Rebel and government troops fighting near your village. 200 units of your crops destroyed.

War has been a greater cause of famine than drought in many countries.

	Severe Drought
The harvest is 80 units less than expected. (120 if this is the second year of the drought.)

Wide spread drought affects all villages


	All villages subtract 10 units for taxes on hoes.
The World Bank requires your government to spend less on social services and raise more money to pay the international debt. They have had to start a sales tax. That is why you must pay more for hoes.

	Normal Harvest
Wild pigs love maize. Everyone loses 10 units from each maize field.

Wild pigs, monkeys, and rats are problems.


	Swarm of locusts eats 1/3 of maize, millet, and peas. Affects all villages.

Locusts come in large swarms, usually beginning in North Africa and eat everything including clothes. They have to be killed in the larva stage, a difficult job.


